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This collection of short stories includes "In a
Grove", a psychologically sophisticated tale
about murder, rape, and suicide; "Rashomon",
the story of a thief scared into honesty by an
encounter with a ghoul; and "Kesa and Morito",
the story of man driven to kill someone he
doesn't hate by a lover whom he doesn't love.
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'Kappaland', is a whole different world which

Patients No.23 fell as he chased a Kappa while

on a mountain-climbing excursion.

Kappas are familiar from Japanese folklore, i.e.

not Akutagawa's invention, but he imagines

them and their world in new detail. Akutagawa

presents them as having their own civilization,

clearly using them to offer a satire and allegory

of contemporary Japanese society.
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